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The Assyrian Language
Course Book

Selected Topics from
Modern Assyrian
Literature and Grammar
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The late Rabi Nimrod Simono, photographed by
Mr. Edison Bet-Yadgar in 1997 in San Jose, CA
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Another segment of the same painting showing a group of Assyrian scholars
and linguists in Assyrian literature in 1950s. These legends from right to left
are: Rabi Kourosh Benyamin, Rabi William Daniel, Rabi Nimrod Simono,
Zaia Bet-Zaia, Rabi Addai Alkhas, John Alkhas, and William Sarmas.
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Introduction

It is with great pleasure to present this book to our global Assyrian
community. It covers selected topics from modern Assyrian literature,
autobiographies of the authors of these topics, and lessons in modern Assyrian
language grammar. Following are the main sources used in arranging this
book:

Gilgamesh Magazine, published in Tehran, Iran from 1952 to 1961
Vernacular Assyrian Grammar, Mar Touma Audo, first published in
Urmia, Iran in 1905

Verbs and Derivatives in Today’s Assyrian Language, Nimrod Simono
History of Assyrian Literature, Dr. Pira Sarmas

An electronic version of this book can be downloaded from the internet and
can be produced at a very low cost at any locality using personal (as opposed
to commercial) publishing equipment.

This book however, may NOT be sold. It is only to be used for educational
purposes. It is our hope that our civic and church organizations around the
world will produce the book at their expense and will distribute it to Assyrians
in their local communities at no cost.

The Assyrian language literarily and poetically is a very vibrant language. Itis
unfortunate that those of us who do not know it well miss the enjoyment of
reading articles and poems written by our prominent authors. This book has
been arranged in such a way that can help create interest and enthusiasm on
the reader’s part for further pursuit of learning the Assyrian language.

Instructors are encouraged to give their students exercises and homework
assignments as necessary as additional practice is essential to gain an in-depth
understanding of the material presented in this book. This book is
recommended to be taught over 60 hours of classroom instruction.

We hope that this book will encourage reader’s further pursuit of learning the
Assyrian language, our only ancestral heritage that fosters national pride.

Education Committee,

Assyrian American Association of San Jose
P.O. Box 41311

San Jose, CA 95160 USA

e-mail: educom_aaasj@yahoo.com
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A segment of a large painting by our prominent artist Mr. Hannibal Alkhas, son
of the late Rabi Addai Alkhas where the artist is interpreting one of his father’s
poems, “Mother’s Memoirs”. Shown here are Addai and his younger brother
John Alkhas with their mother Narguis at the house under a grape vine. The
man shown at the table is Benyamin Alkhas, Rabi Addai’s father. The original
work consists of 15 pieces of oil paintings on canvass each piece 2.40m high by
1.60m wide. The display of the complete work measures 2.40m high by 24.0m
long and belongs to the artist. It portrays the artist’s family history since the
late 19™ century. Presence of Gilgamesh in this work is an indication of how
greatly the artist has been influenced by his ancestral heritage. There are also a
few Y4 scale replicas of this work. Photos were taken of one of these replicas.
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The late Rabi William Daniel in 1944
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The final resting place of the late Rabi William Daniel, San Jose, CA

HMisata . gSoa Al 2a3de L56AL (Ao iam o Hmal (a8

12
13
14
16
17
18
19
22
24
26
26
28
30
32
34
36
38
40
42
44

................................ “foamAa 2833 X

.................................. m - g':ho.h

L 106LA it

............................. Nsaa l_m:m Wlram
............................. Mo 5058 lhan
............................ Mo 1X&8A dlbam
............................ LA&: ~gh dlram



».A,,éﬂ tl,hd ':éAf? l&qﬂ&d ‘z_i's'&q.._: Z:.‘.Iub

o

(1903-1988) S 233 mildo ass

aafap 34 dad oS magx au
waad af o dada Hha
Koxdax qwoed 2ail 10 15ad
o 4 s 1 L3
o o3 als wAled o\ wanx

t8a, o0 asx ¢' H'a.ﬁ

i SNCINE ¢ Py BN T

I EIREERAT

L oS 2ihwp i5ad

AS039 amodd rwmask e (34> Wan
i "13ad s Ko

Wax 06 wend 2ZAa A2 20 25852
a3 odf 3.~.ua:u A3 Xdwmd

K308 26AL wdd &an

A 262 : Y
AN ol_'lo.u /:\.»_'l .ui\oﬁ

L3am. 23.3% 33 lod 85

...10:_'11\&02....\_'1 wa :.n.'r&

HMisata . gSoa Al 2a3de L56AL (Ao iam o Hmal (a8

M3ogo Bax

Radae X8{na pisiaxe QaFde Xa56AL (Keadama 255K e KA
N PR iy BRI BN Y Iy B C R LI L) TSR I TR X

..\':"_IAZ - \5’01A ¢ Alasa® DoAwal ..md:'i' PINE VY cgz_;u)..'

The founding legends of the Gilgamesh Magazine; from right to left, the late
John Alkhas, the late Rabi Addai Alkhas, and the late Rabi Nimrod Simono.
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